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Deborah J. Israel, Esq. is a partner in the Washington, DC office of Womble, Carlyle, 
Sandridge & Rice, LLP and serves as Chief Operating Partner for the firm and head of the DC 
litigation practice.  A seasoned trial lawyer, Ms. Israel has served as lead counsel in complex 
commercial cases in state and federal courts, and arbitration tribunals.  She has extensive 
experience in cases involving commercial real estate, financial services, business disputes, 
manufacturing and distribution.  Prior to joining Womble Carlyle, Ms. Israel was a partner at 
Piper Rudnick (now DLA Piper) where she was lead counsel in real estate, corporate, fraud and 
breach of fiduciary duty matters. 
 

Ms. Israel currently serves on the DC Bar Lawyers Assistance Committee, which 
supports the provision of services to individuals with substance abuse and mental health issues.  
She has served our community as President of the Women’s Bar Association and President of the 
WBA Foundation, as well as Chair of the WBA Community Projects Committee.  Ms. Israel is a 
recipient of the New Jersey State Historic Preservation Award for pro bono litigation that 
resulted in the preservation and protection of the Black Creek Site, on which artifacts were 
gathered evidencing over 10,000 years of recurrent use and reflecting our collective human 
heritage.  Ms. Israel is a Fellow in the Litigation Counsel of America – Trial Lawyer Honor 
Society.  Ms. Israel received her undergraduate degree, with honors in Political Science, from 
Rutgers University and earned her Juris Doctor from Rutgers Law School. 


